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2. A written melTage ; an cpiftle. 

They life to write it on the top of letters. Shakefpcdre. 

I have a letter from her 

Of fiich contents as you will wonder at. Shakefpeare. 
When a Spaniard would wiite a letter by him, the Indian 
would marvel how it Ihould be poffible, that he, to whom 
he came, Ihould be able to know all things. Abbot. 

The afles will do very well for trumpeters, and the hares 

Wll ii £f XC 5 C , nt htter carricrs - L' Ejl range’s Fables. 

I he line of letters ought to be free, ealy, and natural; 
as near approaching to familiar converfation as poffible : the 
two belt qualities in converfation are, good humour and good 
breeding; thofe letters are therefore certainly the belt that 
ihew the molt of thcl'c two qualities. IVulfio. 

Mrs. P. B. has writ to me, and is one of the belt letter 
writers I know ; very good fenfe, civility, and friendlhip, 
without any ftiffnefs or conltrairit. Swift. 

3. The literal or ex p refled meaning. 

Touching tranllarions of holy icripture, we may not dif- 
allow of their painful travels herein, who ftriclly' have tied 
themfelves to the very original letter. Hooker, b. v. 

In obedience 10 human laws, we mull obferve the letter of 
the law, without doing violence to the reafon of tire law, 
and th.‘ intention of the lawgiver. 'Taylor's holy living. 

Thofe words of his mull be underftood not according to 
the bare rigour of the letter , but according to the allowances 
of exprefliom' South's Sermons. 

What! ftnee the pretor did my fetters loofe, 

And left me freely at my own difpofe, 

May I not live without controul and awe, 

Excepting llill the letter of the law ? Dryden's Perftus. 

4. Letters without the Angular: learning. 

The Jews marvelled, faying. How knoweth this man let¬ 
ters, having never learned? John vii. 15. 

5. Any thing to be read. 

Good laws arc at belt but a dead Utter. Addij. Freeholder. 

6. Type with which books are printed. 

The iron ladles that Utter founders ufe to the calling of 
printing Utters , are kept conltantly in melting metal. Moxon. 

To Le'tter. v. a. [from letter.] To flamp with letters. 

I obferved one weight uttered on both ftdes; and I found 
on one fide, written in the dialect of men, and underneath 
it, calamities; on the other fide was written, in the lan¬ 
guage of the gods, and underneath, bleflings. Addifon. 

Lettered, adj. [from letter.] Literate ; educated to learn¬ 
ing. 

A martial man, not fwcetcned by a Uttered education, is 
apt to have a tincture of fournefs. Collier on Pride. 

Le'ttuce. n.f. laftuca, Latin.] 

The lettuce hath a fibrous root, which is, for the molt 
part, annual; the leaves arc fmooth, and grow alternately 
upon the branches ; the Italks are, for the molt part, tender, 
{lender, and ItifF, and commonly terminate in a fort of um¬ 
bel ; the cup of the flower is oblong, (lender, and fcaly; the 
feeds are oblong, deprefled, and generally terminate in a 
point: the fpccics are, common or garden lettuce-, cabbage 
lettuce ; Silcfia lettuce ; white and black cos ; white cos ; red 
capuchin lettuce. Miller. 

Fat colworts, and comforting purfeline, 

Cold lettice, and refrelhing rofemarinc. Spenfer. 

Lettuce is thought to be poifonous, when it is fo old as to 
have milk. Bacon’s Natural Hi/lory. 

The medicaments proper to diminilh milk, are lettice , 
purflane, endive. JVifemcm’s Surgery. 

LET ANT. adj. [levant, French.] Ealtcrn. 

Thwart of thofe, as fierce 
Forth rulh the levant, and the ponent winds, 

Eurus and Zephyr. Milton's Paradife Lojl, b. x. 

Leva'nt. n.f. The call, particularly thofe coalts of the Me¬ 
diterranean call of Italy. . . , , 

LEPA’TUR. n.f [Lat.] A chirurgical inltrument, whereby 
deprefled parts of the Ikull are lifted up. 

Some furgeons bring out the bone in the bore ; but it will 
be fafer to raife it up with your levator, when it is but lightly 
retained in feme part. IVifeman ! Surgery. 

Leucophlf/gmacy. n. f [from UucephUgmatick. ] Paleneis, 

with vifeid juices and cold lweatings. 

Spirits produce debility, flatulency, fevers, Uucoph.tgmacy , 
and dropf.es. v 

Leucophlegma'tick. adj. [Afvxof and (pteypeo.] Having 
fuch a conllitution of body where the blood is ot a pale co¬ 
lour, vifeid, and cold, whereby it Huffs and bloats the ha¬ 
bit, or miles white tumours in the feet, legs, or any other 
parts ; and fuch are commonly allhmatick and dro^cah^ 

Afthmatic perfons have voracious appetites, and for want 
of a right fanguideation are IcucaphiegmaUck. Atbuthnot. 

LE'VEE. tt. f [French:] 

2. The concmirfe of °thofe who croud round a man of power 
in a morning. 
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The fcrvilc rout their careful C*far piano; 

Him they extol, they worlhip him alone, 

WonH’ft Jr ^y ,nd fu PP° rt his throne. -Leyden 

Woud It thou be firlt miniller of {fate > , ° 

I o have thy levers crouded with refort, 

*■ Eve, ^, not h; i vl| igonc part higher than another. 

1 he garden, feated on the level floor, 

She left behind, and locking ev’ry door. 

Thought all fecure. ' Dryden's Boceace 

lie level \n preferments, and you will foon be as level in 
your learning. 2 t 

2. Even with any thing clfe ; in the fame line with any thing* 

Uur navy is addreffed, our pow’r coile&cd, 

Our fubftitute.s in abfence well invefted. 

And ev’ry thing lies level to our wilh. Shakefp. Henry IV 
1 here is a knowledge which is very proper to man, ami 
hes level to human undemanding; and that is, the know¬ 
ledge of our Creator, and of the duty we owe to him. 

-r T ... r , , Tillotfins Sermons. 

1 o -LU vel. v. a. [from the adjective.] 

1. To make even ; to free from inequalities. 

2. lo reduce to the fame height with fomething elfe. 

Reafon can never affent to the admifllon of thofe brutilh 
appetites which would over-run the foul, and level its fupc- 
nor with its inferior faculties. Decay of Piety. 

Behold the law 

And rule of beings in your maker’s mind : 

And thence, like limbecks, rich ideas draw, 

T o fit the levell’d ufe of humankind. Dryden. 

3. To lay flat. 

We know by experience, that all downright rains do ever¬ 
more diffever the violence of outrageous winds, and beat 
down and level the fwelllng and mountainous billows of the 
fea. Raleigh. 

He will thy foes with filent lhame confound. 

And their proud Itrudtures level with the ground. Sandys. 

With unreiifted might the monarch reigns, 

He levels mountains, and he raifes plains ; 

And not regarding dift’rence of degree. 

Abas’d your daughter, and exalted me. Dryden. 

4. To bring to equality of condition. 

5. To point in taking aim; to aim. 

One to the gunners on St. Jago’s tow’f. 

Bid ’em for lhame. 

Level their canon lower. Dryden's Spanijh Friar. 

6. To direct to any end. 

The whole body of puritans was drawn to be abettors of 
all villainy by a few men, whofe defigns from the firlt were 
levelled to dellroy both religion and government. Swift. 

To Le'vel. v. n. 

1. To aim at; to bring the gun or arrow to the fame direc¬ 
tion with the mark. 

The glory of God, and the good of his church, was the 
thing which the apollles aimed at, and therefore ought to be 
the mark whereat we alfo level. Hooker , b. iv. 

2. To conjecture; to attempt to guefs. 

I pray thee overname them; and as thou namell them I 
will dclcribe them; and, according to my defeription, level 
at my afFeCtion. Shakef. Merchant of Fenice. 

3. To be in the fame direction with a mark. 

He to his engine flew. 

Plac’d near at hand in open view. 

And rais’d it till it levelFd right, 

Againll the glow-worm tail of kite. Imdibras , p. n. 

4. To make attempts ; to aim. . . 

Ambitious York did level at thy crown. Sbakejpeare. 

Le'vel. n.f [from the adjeCtive.] 

1. A plane ; a furface- without protuberances or inequalities. 

After draining of the level in Northamptonlhirc, innume¬ 
rable mice did upon a fudden arife. Hale’s Original of Mm*. 

Thofe bred in a mountainous country overlize thole that 
dwell on low /eve s. Sandys's Travels. 

2 . Rate; ltandard. 

Love of her made us raife up our thoughts above 
dinary level of the world, fo as great clerks o not 
our conference. . , 

It might perhaps advance their minds lo tar 
Above the level of fubjection, as ' . , 

T’ affume to them the glory of that war. " 

The praifes of military men infpired m« wi yj r h tnt 
above mv ordinary level. 

2. A Hate of equality. , rhe level ; 

3 The time is not far off when we lhall be ™ 

I am rcfolved to anticipate the time, ^ 

with them now: for he is fo that Po p t , 

them: 

Providence, 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English 
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Providence, for the moll part, fet us upon a level, and 
obferves a kind of proportion in its difpenfations towards us. 

Addifon's Speclator, N°. 255. 
I fuppol’e, by the ftile of old friend, and the like, it mult 
be fomebody there of his own level ; among whom his party 
have, indeed, more friends than I could wilh. Swjt. 

, An inltrument whereby mafons adjuft their work. 

The level is from two to ten feet long, that it may reach 
over a confiderable length of the work: if the plumb-line 
han^ juft upon the perpendicular, when the level is fet flat 
down upon the work, the work is level; but it it hangs on 
either fide the perpendicular, the floor or work inuft be raifed 
on ill at fide, till the plumb-line hang exactly on the perpen¬ 
dicular. Moxon’s Mechanical Exercifes. 

c. Rule : borrowed from the mechanick level. 

Be the fair level of thy aCtions laid, 

As temp’rance wills, and prudence may perfuade. 

And try if life be worth the liver’s care. Prior. 

6. The line of direction in which any milfive weapon is aimed. 

1 Hood i’ th’ level 

Of a full charg’d confederacy, and gave thanks 
To you that choked it. Shakefpeare’s Henry VIII. 

As if that name, 

Shot from the deadly level of a gun. 

Did murther her. Shakef Romeo and Juliet. 

Thrice happy is that humble pair. 

Beneath the level of all care. 

Over whofe heads thofe arrows fly, 

Of fad diftruft and jealouly. TValler. 

7. The line in which the fight paffes. 

Fir’d at firlt fight with what the mufc imparts. 

In fcarlcfs youth we tempt the heights of arts ; 

While from the bounded level of our mind 
Short views wc take, nor fee the lengths behind. Pope. 
Le'veller. n.f. [from level.] 

1. One who makes any thing even. 

2. One who deftroys fuperiority ; one who endeavours to bring 
all to the fame Hate of equality. 

You are an everlafting leveller ; you won’t allow encourage¬ 
ment to extraordinary merit. Collier on Pride. 

Le'velness. n.f [from level.] 

1. Evcnhefs; equality of lurface. 

2. Equality with fomething elfe. 

The river Tiber is expreffed lying along, for fo you mull 
remember to draw rivers; to exprefs their levelnefs with the 
earth. Pcacloatn. 

Le'ven. n.f [levain, French.] 

1. Ferment; that which being mixed in bread makes it rife 
and ferment."' 

2. Any thing capable of changing the nature of a greater mafs; 
any thing that tinCtures the whole. 

The matter fermenteth upon the old leven, and bccometh 
more acrid. IVifiman’s Surgery. 

As to the pellilential levains conveyed in goods, it is a fafe 
opinion. Arbuthnot on Air. 

Lever, n.f [levier, French.] 

The fecoiid mechanical power, is a balance fupported by 
a hypomochlion; only the centre is not in the middle, as 
in the common balance, but near one end ; for which rea¬ 
fon it is ufed to elevate or raife a great weight; whence 
comes the name lever. Harris 

Have you any leavers to lift me up again, being down. 

_ Shakefpeare’s Henry IV. 

Some draw with cords, and fome die monlter drive 
w,th rolls and levers. £>r,-W 

Jn a leaver, the motion can be continued only for fo fliort 
a Ipace, as may be anfwerable to that little diftance betwixt 
the lulciment and the weight; which is always by fo much 
Jcfier, as the difproportion betwixt the weight and the power 
is greater, and the motion itfelf more eafy. lyilkinss Ma-ick. 
Some limiting leavers, feme the wheels prepare. Dry l 

Le'veret 11 *?) haVC l* 00 ?™ (ork j d at the ends. Mori. 
J-ever^t. [Inure, trench.] A young-hare. 

rheir travels o’er that filver field does fnow, 

on *e trimpt*: 

s z KfcS “r ara “" c, ‘ in ,i,c mon,ins: 

Wore a lowgeldcr’s flagellet, 

On which he blew as ftrong a levet ; 

As well-fee’d lawyer on his breviate. U...n 

levlol^ b,fdS h3VCthcir P artic “J a t feafons ; as, the 

Le'vuble IU fm i°£, aw the 

BLE. adj. [f rom /rty.] That may be levied, 
in, were U to b^AV L'X anJ Wtrcnot brought 

the book of 'fob ' A WaRi ™ntione.: in 
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. We may, as bootlefs, fpend our vain command 
Upon th’ enraged loldicrs in their fpoil, 

As fend our precepts to th 'leviathan, _ 

To come alhore. Shakefpeare s Henry V. 

Canft thou draw out leviathan with an hook ? Job. 

More to embroil the deep; Icvi 'than. 

Arid his unwieldy train, in dreadful fport 
Tempelt the loofen’d brine. Tbomfons TVinter. 

To LE'VIGATE. v. a. [luringo, Latin.] _ 

1. To rub or grind to an impalpable powder. 

2. To mix till the liquor becomes fmcoth and uniform. 

The chyle is white, as confuting of fait, oil, and water, 
much levigated or finooth. Arbuthnot on Aliment. 

Leviga'ticn. n.f. [from levigate.] 

Levigafton is the reducing of hard bodies, as coral, tutty, 
and precious Hones, into a fubtile powder, by grinding upon 
marble with a muller; but unlefs the inftruments arc ex¬ 
tremely hard, they will fo wear as to double the weight of 
the medicine. Quincy. 

Le'vzte. n.f. [levita, Latin, from Lev;.] 

1. One of the tribe of Levi; one born to the office of prieft- 
hood among the Jews. 

In the Cnriftian church, the office of deacons fucceedc -1 in 
the place of the Icvites among the Jews, who were as mi- 
nifters and iervants to the prieits. AjUJfe’s Parergon. 

2. A prieft: ufed in contempt. 

Levi'tical. adj. [from levite.] Belonging to the levites j 
making part of the religion of the Jews. 

By the levitical law, both the man and the woman were 
Honed to death; lo heinous a crime was the fin of adultery. 

Aylijfe’s Parergon. 

LeVity. n.f [levitas, Latin.] 

1. Lightnels; not heaviness : the quality by which any body 
lias lefs weight than another. 

He gave the form of levity to that which afeended; to that 
which defeended, the form of gravity. Raleigh. 

This bubble, by reafon of its comparative levity to the 
fluidity that cncloles it, would neceffarily alcend to the top. 

Bentley s Sermons. 

2. Inconftancy; changeablenefs. 

They every day broached fome new thing; which reftlefs 
levity they did interpret to be their growing in Ipiritual per- 

fe£Ho , n - Hooker. 

Where wigs with wigs, with fword-knots fword-knots 
ftrive. 

Beaus baniih beaus, and coaches coaches drive. 

This erring mortals levity may call. Pcbe. 

3. Unfteadinefs; laxity of mind. r ' 

I unbofom’d all my lecrets to thee; 

Not out of levity , but over-pow’r’d 

tZZzrL*. » 

He never employed his omnipotence out of levity Qr often- 
tation, but as the ncceffitics of men required. \ ' j arr .. 

5. Trifling gaiety; want of ferioufhefs. 

Our graver bufiuefs frowns at this levity. Shah oeare. 
Hopton abhorred the licence, and the levities, with which 
he faw too many corrupted Clarendon, A viii 

That fpmt of religion and feri xifnefs vanilhed, and a 

£“L°‘ A '- / ‘- V , aP * hbe,t,nifm » ihfiilrlity and -rophanenefs 
ftarted up in the room of it. At' r/iarJc - » 

To LE VY. [lever, French.] * 

*• To raife; to bring together men. 

He refolvcd to finifli the conqueft of Ireland, and to that 
end levied a mignty army. n r,,at 

2. To raife money/ - Y DaVUS on 

Levy a tribute unto the Lord of the men of war A/W, 

. hc •* JSr HT; 

3 ' P £;r tc Tl,is “> MM,, g&z 

They live in hatred, enmity, and ftrife, 
r F ,/ m ° n ? themfelves, and levy cruel wars. Mlum 

LEn. j. [from the verb.] MUtin. 

r ~ a! : t 1 of raifln g money or men. 

their ferms and commerce ,y- e , at ., thc cx pcDce of 

2. War raifed. Add ‘^ n 5 State f the IVar. 

» T^rea.on has done his word • nor IWl 

Malice domcftick, foreign fey, nothing’ PO,f ° n ’ 

. T . T ,^‘‘ n toi *ch him furdx r 1 r 

LEWD. adj. lar.ede, Saxon:] ^hakefpeare's Macbeth. 

1. Lm- ; not cleric;;!. Obfolete. 

b or Uuyi men this bock I writ D ^ 

So ti '-'fc great clerks their little wifdomf/^ Gro J V:ead - 

Wicked/ bad j ^ tb " #S ^ 

learning, or ^ ^l^r void of 

demned? ’ aie ali the reft to be con- 

lPkitgift. 

Before 
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